
 
AZ NATP 

Chapter Chatter 
 

SPRING EDITION 
Volume 16, Issue 1 

  
 
 
 
 
  
  

 Highlights: 

The President’s Corner 1 

AZ Conformity Status 2 

Why Be On the Board 3 

Nominations  4 

Tax Cuts and Jobs Act  5 

Annual Conference 6 

Conference Speakers     7 

Advertise  8                                  

NATP Benefits  9 

Committees  10 

Board of Directors  10 

   

 

Have you patted yourself on the back yet for surviving this last tax season?  
The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act added a whole new level of craziness as I 
found myself truly doing two tax returns for each client, one for 2017 and 
one to prepare them for 2018. Thankfully, my tax software did assist in 
this task but each client definitely need more time and attention than 
ever.  
 
Even though I watched several webinars on the Tax Cut and Jobs Act 
during the month of January, I am still confused about different aspects of 
this new tax law. How will the QBI (Qualified Business Income) work? What 
about itemizing? Will the new $500 Family Credit apply to every dependent 
that does not qualify for the Child Tax Credit?  What about AMT? I am 
excited for the June Seminar that AZNATP is hosting so I can grasp more 
understanding for this tax bill by attending 12 hours of tax update topics. 
 
What about Arizona you ask…Andrew Mark, our Arizona Guru, has written 
an article in this newsletter on how Arizona is faring regarding coming in 
compliance with various federal tax bills. Read on for some up to date 
information. Don’t forget to join us in December for the latest in Arizona Tax 
Law. 
 
Ever wondered what great tools other tax preparers use in their practice? 
Are you curious to hear about some time saving tips that could increase 
your efficiency? Because sharing of Practice Management Skills has been 
the #1 request from the evaluations that have been collected from the past 
seminars we will be offering this at the June Conference.     
 
The AZNATP  Education Committee is hard at work preparing for our very 
popular December Tax Update Seminars. Save the date for Tucson on 
Tuesday, December 4th, North Phoenix on Wednesday, December 5th, and 
Tempe on Friday, December 7th. Registration will be available by 
midsummer.  
 
Lin 
 

Lin Leclair, EA 
AZNATP Chapter President 
Lin@1stChoiceTaxServices.com 
520-320-1041 x 13 
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The Arizona Conformity Status 
Submitted by:  Andrew Mark, CPA 
 
Arizona conformity is a case of good new bad news.  First the good.  HB 2647 was 
signed on April 5, 2018.  This brings 2017 (the returns we’ve all been filing) into 
conformity.  It includes the provisions of: 
  

• Disaster Tax Relief and Airport and Airway Extension Act of 2017 (P.L 115-63),  
• The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (P.L.115-97) 
• The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 (P.L. 115-123)  

 
For most of our clients the significant act is the Bipartisan Budget Act which extended 
certain provisions through 2017.  These included the deduction of mortgage 
insurance premiums and an above the line deduction for qualified tuition.  Passage of 
this bill means the returns we already filed with these deductions will be allowed for 
Arizona.   
 
Now the bad news. Most of us were waiting (hoping) for a 2018 conformity bill that 
would have spelled out how the Arizona returns will look given the comprehensive 
changes in the federal tax code.  Unfortunately, the legislature adjourned without 
passing a 2018 conformity bill.  Now this will not be taken up until the new session 
begins in January 2019.  Since 2018 is an election year, it is difficult to predict how or 
if the state will implement the changes as we don’t even know who the 
representatives will be. 
 
At this point the best advice to give clients is to save all of the same information they 
did before.  For example, if a client had unreimbursed employee expenses or 
investments fees they may still be deductible on the Arizona return even though the 
new tax act has eliminated them from the federal return.  If nothing else it should 
make for an interesting tax season next year. 
 
 
  

https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/53leg/2R/laws/0142.htm
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Every year we ask members to be on our AZ-NATP board and stress 
how we need you and your help to remain a vibrant and successful 
chapter, but we don’t tell you how you will benefit from being on the 
board. 
 
The obvious, but not greatest, benefit of being on the board is that 
you can attend our seminars at half price.  For those of us who are 
“tight”, that would be reason enough. 
 
Also, in the saving money department, every year that I have been on 
the board (10ish) we have paid the registrations of the board 
members who attend National and go to the leadership training 
sessions there. 
 
Board members also reach out to each other with our tax questions 
and situations we haven’t run into before.  What a great resource that 
is! 
 
But, to me, the greatest advantage of being on the board is the 
friendships I have made with other tax pros.  I have had board 
members and their families spend the night at my house (obviously 
no one has to do that if they aren’t comfortable with it) and have 
spent the night at other board member’s houses.  I have shared 
rooms with board members at various functions.  There are board 
members, current and retired from the board, that I know I can call 
whenever I need someone to lean on, someone who will help me 
through whatever need I have. 
 
If any, or all, of these things appeal to you, please apply to become a 
member of the board.  Elections will be held in June. 
 
Submitted by:  Sandy Barrett, EA 
Nominating Committee Chair 
 

  Why Be on the Board 

 
 

http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=1216&Session_Id=115&image.x=14&image.y=8
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=1216&Session_Id=115&image.x=14&image.y=8
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=1216&Session_Id=115&image.x=14&image.y=8
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=1216&Session_Id=115&image.x=14&image.y=8
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=1216&Session_Id=115&image.x=14&image.y=8
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=1216&Session_Id=115&image.x=14&image.y=8
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Nominations for the Board 
Submitted by:  Sandy Barrett, EA 
 
Listed below, with a brief explanation of their experience, are the candidates for the 
Board of Directors for Arizona for 2018.  There are 3 positions available, all of which 
are for a three year term. 
 
Please be aware that you can still turn in an application or you can run at the meeting 
in June. 
 
Burton Carter.  Burton served on the Arizona NATP board from 2007-2012.  He 
feels that he now has more time to devote to it and would represent the interests of 
Northern Arizona very well (He’s from Kingman.)  He has been an Enrolled Agent 
since 2008 and has had a tax and accounting practice in Kingman for 19 years. 
 
Elizabeth Dennis.  Elizabeth has been a member of NATP for two years. She owns 
a tax and audit defense practice in Chandler.  She always gives 100%+ to the boards 
she serves on and is an outside the box thinker.  If she sees problems or issues she 
will come up with solutions.  She has a unique skill set in that since she was an IRS 
agent, she can see things from both the taxpayer and the IRS’s sides.  Elizabeth is a 
member of the Arizona Leadership 2000 & Beyond class of 2002. She is a colorectal 
cancer survivor of 12 years and is very active in promoting awareness of the disease. 
 
Lin Leclair. Lin is currently serving her third year as President of AZ-NATP.  She is 
an NATP state instructor.   She has served as chair of the Member Recognition, 
Community Betterment, Nominations, Chapter of the Year, Membership, and 
Education committees.  She has been the owner/president of her tax prep, 
bookkeeping, and small business services firm located in Tucson for 12 years.  She 
also serves on the board of AZ Friends of Foster Children (2015-Present). 
 
Sheryl McClure.  Sheryl currently serves as Vice President of AZ-NATP and has 
been on the board for 3 years.  She feels that she has a good understanding of the 
organization due to the time on the board and that she can continue to further the 
mission of providing education and support to our members. She has been the owner 
of her tax and accounting office for four years.  She also serves on the Queen Creek 
Chamber of Commerce as Ambassador (2016-Present) and the PepNet Networking 
Group as Treasurer (2015-2018).  She was recognized by the Queen Creek 
Chamber of Commerce as the Emerging Business of the Year in 2016. 
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Tax Cuts and Jobs Act – Do you know all you need to know? Come to the 
Annual Conference! 
 
Submitted by Sheryl McClure, EA 
 
Now that tax season has wound down, we all have time to take a breath and analyze 
how these changes are going to affect our clients and our practices. But, even though 
we may have read through many of the elements of the TCJA, there are many parts of 
this legislation about which much more should be learned. 
 
AZ-NATP recognizes that this year is a critical one for education for our members, and 
we have made a major commitment to providing education early so that we all have as 
much time as possible to learn as much as we can about this major tax change. 
 
We are presenting our two-day Annual Conference in June this year with Laura 
Strombom, EA, MBA, and NTPI Fellow. Laura hails from California, is an NATP National 
Instructor, and those who heard her speak at the 2017 NATP Annual Conference found 
her both engaging and very knowledgeable. Laura is the owner of All About Numbers, a 
company she started in 1995 and one which provides a broad spectrum of services 
ranging from bookkeeping and payroll to tax preparation, tax representation as well as 
software support. 
 
Laura’s presentation will touch on many aspects of the new tax law which will affect our 
clients. In addition, we will be having a facilitated “round table” discussion about Practice 
Management, a topic about which we continually have members request more 
information. Finally, Laura will finish out the conference with a segment on IRS 
Representation. If you don’t already offer Representation, with the new changes 
affecting our practices, this may be an area that you will want more information on. 
 
Of course, our annual conference wouldn’t be the same without our annual banquet 
where we will have our charity auction for Arizona’s Children Association, install our 
officers for 2019, and recognize our AZ-NATP Member of the year. Be sure to check out 
the flyer in this newsletter providing the details for registration for the conference which 
takes place once again at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Tempe, June 
7-8, 2018. Hope to see you there! 
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Embassy Suites 
4400 S. Rural Road  
Tempe, AZ  85282 
FOR RESERVATIONS 
CALL:  480-897-7444 
Reserve Your Room By May 
25, 2018 for the  
AZ-NATP Room Rate of $109 
Group Code:  Arizona NATP 

Registration Fee-Includes Banquet $389 
After 5.21.18 $439 
Guest Banquet Ticket $50 
E-Material Only $100 

Register online at www.natptax.com/Chapters/Pages/ArizonaChapterEducation.aspx 
Registrations must be received at NATP by close of business June 6, 2018 

After that date, please register at the door 
Bring a seminar participant who is not a member of NATP and earn $25 in AZ-Bucks!  Earn $25 more if they join! 

AZ-NATP ~ AN NATP AWARD WINNING CHAPTER 
The Tax Cut and Jobs Act passed by Congress on December 22, 2017 was the most sweeping tax legislation since 1986.  Our 
jobs as advisors to our clients is even more important this year.   
We will devote 12 hours of CPE on Federal Tax Updates including: 

- Schedule A – What’s deductible, what’s not? What about clients who have used Form 2106 in the past?  
- Personal exemptions have disappeared, and child tax credit has increased, but what is this new credit for qualifying dependents who are 
NOT qualifying children.? 
- Schedule C – Have there been changes as to what are deductible expenses for Schedule C?  What’s QBI anyway? 
- The Sharing Economy – This is a growing segment of our economy, be prepared to advise your clients and prepare their tax return 
correctly.  
- - Multi-Level Marketing – Just like the sharing economy, this segment of the economy continues to grow.  Be prepared to answer your 
client’s questions.   
- Forms 1065 and 1120S – Many changes to reporting and taking deductions for small businesses. You will want to understand QBI, and 
make sure you can advise clients correctly on how to maximize this deduction.  - Kiddie Tax – not the same treatment as in past years!  

Representation (2 Hours CPE) - Our practices will certainly change going forward, and perhaps taking on Representation will be a positive direction for 
change for your business.  Spend two hours covering such topics as: 

- How to respond to CP2000’s, when is it appropriate to amend a return and when is it not?  - What are considerations for CNC or OIC?   

Practice Management - In addition, we will have two hours dedicated to a facilitated discussion on Practice Management.  Come prepared with 
questions for your fellow preparers as to how they have streamlined their practice and solved problems you are grappling with.   

Please visit www.aznatp.com for topics description and additional information. 
*Disclaimer:  Fourteen hours of Continuing Professional Education will be issued to Enrolled Agents.  

Lawyers, CPAs and other professionals are responsible for reporting their CPE credits in accordance with the requirements of their regulating or 
certifying organizations. They may obtain more or less CPE credit depending on those requirements.   

Topics, speakers and order of presentations are subject to change.  Food presentations are subject to change by venue. 
 

Join us for up to 14 hours of CPE on current issues and expand your tax knowledge. 
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~~SPEAKERS~~ 
 

Laura Strombom, EA, MBA, NTPI Fellow 
Laura Strombom is an Enrolled Agent, a Fellow of the National Tax Practitioner 
Institute and a Dave Ramsey Endorsed Local Provider.  Laura holds an 
Executive MBA degree from Golden Gate University and a BS Degree in Animal 
Science from UC Davis.  Laura prepares taxes of all kinds, does representation 
work and manages the staff at All About Numbers in Stockton, CA.  Laura 
taught Accounting and Business courses at Heald College and University of 
Phoenix.  Currently, she teaches and does presentations for NATP, various 
NATP chapters and other organizations in the off season.   

 

Lin Leclair, EA 
Lin majored in Accounting at the University of Maine. She has been working in 
the tax business for over 27 years and has been an Enrolled Agent since June 
of 1995. She has successfully represented multiple clients in IRS audits. She is a 
frequent presenter for the National Association of Enrolled Agents and the 
National Association of Tax Professionals. Lin is currently the President of the 
Arizona Chapter of National Association of Tax Professionals. Lin resides in  
Tucson where she is a founding partner and President of 1st Choice Tax  

 THURSDAY NIGHT BANQUET & AUCTION 

Thursday, June 7th, 
2018 
5:30 - 6:00 PM Networking Time and Cash Bar 
6:00 PM - Evening Annual AZ NATP Banquet - Dinner is Served 

Installation of 2019 Officers by NATP Representative  
Charity Auction - Arizona's Children Association 
Be sure to bring an auction item for the Charity Auction!!  
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Business Card Size: 
Maximum size of 1 column 
wide (2") by 3.5" long. 
Horizontal or Vertical 
placement will be agreed 
upon between the client 
and the Newsletter 
Committee Chair.   

Non-members to be 
charged the following: 

One newsletter $50 each 
time / Two newsletters $40 
each time / Three 
newsletters $30 each time 
(Same Ad, No Changes, 
Paid Up Front).  

Members will get a 50% 
discount and will pay for 
same, in order:  

One $25/Two $20/ Three 
$15 (Same Ad, No 
Changes, Paid Up Front). 

ADVERTISE IN THE AZ NATP NEWSLETTER 
The AZ NATP Board has adopted the following policy with regard to advertising in this newsletter.  

 
 Quarter Page Size:  

No larger than 2.5 times 
larger than the business 
card size. Horizontal or 
Vertical placement will be 
agreed upon between the 
client and the Newsletter 
Committee Chair.  

Non-members to be 
charged the following: 

One Newsletter $100 each 
time / Two Newsletters 
$90 each time / Three 
Newsletters $80 each time 
(Same Ad, No Changes, 
Paid Up Front).  

Members will get a 50% 
discount and will pay for 
same, in order: 

One $50 / Two $45 / Three 
$40 (Same Ad, No 
Changes, Paid Up Front). 

Half Page Size:  
No larger than 5 times 
larger than the business 
card size. Horizontal or 
Vertical placement will be 
agreed upon between the 
client and the Newsletter 
Committee Chair.  

Non-members to be 
charged the following: 

One Newsletter $170 each 
time / Two Newsletters 
$160 each time / Three 
Newsletters $150 each 
time (Same Ad, No 
Changes, Paid Up Front).  

Members will get a 50% 
discount and will pay for 
same, in order: 

One $85 / Two $80 / Three 
$75 (Same Ad, No 
Changes, Paid Up Front). 

This is a great opportunity for you to reach all the members of AZ NATP so that you can fill your needs 
for employees, sell tax-related products, or search for a new job! 

Please contact Jane Whetzel at ejwhetzel.ea@gmail.com for advertising opportunities in the newsletter. 

 

www.facebook.com/AZNATP 
Like us on Facebook 
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Research Services:  
Remember to use your 
FREE research answer. 

Our on-site staff of federal 
tax specialists answers 
over 30,000 questions 
every year on a variety of 
complex tax issues and 
will provide supporting 
documentation at no extra 
charge.  Plus, members 
get one FREE answer 
every calendar year and 
discounted rates on 
subsequent answers. 

Tax Store:  
Supplies and educational 
material for the tax 
professional. 

The NATP Tax Store is 
the one-stop shop your 
business needs – plus 
members get a discount!  
Here’s just a sample of 
the great items you’ll find: 

-Client Folders 
-Record Saver Envelopes 
-Record Books & Organizers 
-Client Brochures 
-Tax Tips Client Newsletters 
-Reference Books 

Publications:  
Get the latest tax news and 
updates.  

Education:  
Flexible choices to give you 
the CPE course you want. 
 

Choose from outstanding live 
workshops, facilitated online, 
self-study, and webinars.  
Members get discounted rates 
on all our education. 

Representation & 
Advocacy: Your views are 
represented. 

NATP works to protect your 
right to practice and shares 
your concerns and views with 

 

NATP BENEFITS 
NATP strives to bring you success in your business through many member benefits designed 
for the busy tax professional. 
 
 
 
 

 

key IRS personnel and 
government officials. 

NATP Affinity Partners: 
Group Buying Power! 

Get great prices on 
insurance (E&O business, 
medical, personal), credit 
cards and processing, 
collections, and office 
supplies.  

Chapters: Another FREE 
Member Benefit 

Not only do you get this 
great newsletter, but your 
Chapter also provides you 
with great networking 
opportunities, educational 
events, state government 
representation, and more!!  

“Your Chapter provides you 
with great networking 

opportunities, educational 
events, state government 

representation, and more!” 

We make complex tax issues easy to understand and feature business and practice 
management information in our three publications: TAXPRO Weekly and Chapter Weekly 
e-mail, TAXPRO Monthly newsletter, and TAXPRO Journal - yours FREE with 
membership. Contact the NATP National office for more information at 
www.natptax.com or 800.558.3402, ext. 3. 
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Director/President 
Lin Leclair, EA 
520-320-1041 
lin@1stchoicetaxservices.com 
 

Director/Vice President 
Sheryl McClure, EA  
480-322-8207 
sheryl@rocksolidtaxandaccounting.com 

Director/Secretary 
Sandy Barrett, EA 
928-284-4197 
sbarrett_ea@msn.com  

 

Director/Treasurer 
Sharon Lewis, EA 
480-664-1249 
sharon@lbstax.com 
 

Director 
Lou Bates, EA 
480-491-2012 
tempetaxlady@gmail.com  

 

Director 
Gloria Mack 
480-963-1115 
gloria@gbmaxtax.com 

Director:  
Andrew Mark, CPA 
480-991-2820 
andrew@ajmarkcpa.com 
 

Director 
Liliana Davalos 
623-882-8241 
ldvalos@yahoo.com. 
 

Director 
Jane Whetzel, EA 
520-349-8713 
ejwhetzel.ea@gmail.com 
 

 

AZ NATP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018 
 

  

Bylaws:  Andrew Mark, CPA     

Community Betterment: Gloria Mack   

Education: Sheryl McClure, EA     

Government Relations: Liliana Davalos    

Membership/Recognition: Lou Bates, EA 

National Conference:  Andrew Mark, CPA 

Newsletter/Communication:  Jane Whetzel, EA and Liliana Davalos 

Nominating: Sandy Barrett, EA 

Professional Standards: Gloria Mack 

Scholarship: Jane Whetzel, EA 

 

2018 COMMITTEES 
 

If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact 
any of the board members. 

mailto:lin@1stchoicetaxservices.com
mailto:sheryl@rocksolidtaxandaccounting.com
mailto:sbarrett_ea@msn.com
mailto:sharon@lbstax.com
mailto:tempetaxlady@gmail.com
mailto:gloria@gbmaxtax.com
mailto:andrew@ajmarkcpa.com
mailto:ldvalos@yahoo.com
mailto:ejwhetzel.ea@gmail.com
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